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February 1?, 1 9 TO 



Mr. Valter Cronklt.e 
e/o C33 Television .?ew3 liepar' meat 
Columbia Hroaueaotinj- Jystea 
Kew York, hew York 

Dear Mr. Crcnkite ; 



I have enjoyed the first two 
Lyndon Johnson. .he final i 
for Fay fnd, an’ will cover 
Kennedy’s trip to ’ exas, the 



cf your three part interviews with 
nfervlew, I understand, is scheduled 
the events surround inp Freni dent 
assassination, and the aftermath. 



I trust that you will cover the even's and 
up to this trio, and Lyndon Johnson ’ s parr, 
decisions; as there remains, at least in ay 
flaws In the record, that, I feel could be" 
Johnson in your next. Interview. 



dee isle ns that led 
If any. In there 
sir-d, rone serious 
clarified by Mr. 



So doubt ycur research staff at Odd has studied the historical 
documents and news accounts relating to these decisions and has 

v. _ J. _ * . t n 



hnd 



prepared background material for you to uao in your May 
broadcast. However, on the chance that you m&v not have seen 
the enclosed material, 1 aa sending- thorn alorr'wlr.h the hope 
that thoy may prove helpful. 



PLANNING 



L •< i. ;r 



n 



1 . 

to 

LI 
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ana 



Jarre n Commission, the basic decision 
■T’ m5> c - 19-53 a 1 the 



i^ceoru m;- ? o ti 

ssafco the trip to Texas was aade on June 
Cortez Hotel in FI Paso, Texas. ireaeni, at this nee t- 
vere Jr -.. ; L m-J ; Jllfi Carter, L3J aide* Gov. Comall v, 

avy, Fred forth. (1) (?) 



rsrr * 

Secretary of the 



(D 




2 . Khan ve realise that June 5 th is ‘he earliest date 
Tor- the basic decision, it therefore, cane as a somewhat 
surprise when I cane across this story printed in the" 



SALTJVT- V 1 MKJ HSFALD on April ft , 
to the Juno 5 th meeting. ( 3 ) 






5 . 3 , or 



days prio: 



As you can 



j e, 



-his is the lead s tory, on the 



ror 



care, 



the 



article includes photographs of the Vico— President Tree fine with 



the editorial staV"” 
self. 



and assistants, including the publisher hi:s- 



There is no reason to ar-sus®, here, that, we are deal! nr with 



i\ SL’"'. 



over zealous cub reporter. I have great difficulty characterizing 
this as an accirential ’’leak" that somehow escalated Into a major* 
nows story. 

Furthermore, I find It old that this story escaped the attention 
of both the i'Til and the Warren Sossaiaaionj when you consider ‘hat 
the FBI was asked by the Ccamlaslon to check the’ Dallas revs caper 
files for the -tooth of April, told, on another ratter. (A) r n ey 
were check its# farina Oswald '3 allegations that her husband wished 
to leave their apartment in Cak Cliff, around Aorll ? 3 rd to see 
"the vice-president,” who she thought was in Skill as at the time. 

An Investigation was instituted and the 521 informed the Coamlosion 



that Vi o e-I're aid ont Vixo: 



13 not 



in. Dalle 



this tine. 



It socna odd when vo read that Vice-President Johnson on Aeril bird, 
correctly nases the cities and the approximate tiros of day that’ 
thee© cities are to bo visited, this is before the : exaa trip 
ha-.i been planned? 

As you can nee, the then Vice-President, Lyndon Johnson, announces 
that JFK will cone to Texas ” sometime this summer” (2) and will 
visit Gan Antonio, nous ton, Port forth and Pallas, fie speaks of 
a one day affair "this summer’' - which later becomes a two day 
trip in • ovetsber. Otherwise, he is fairly accurate, even to 
spelling out specific tines: 

*a breakfast in Fort Worth (correct) 

*a luncheon in Dallas (correct) 

*an afternoon tea in an Antonio (correct) 
dinner in Loudon (correct) 

According to Gov. Connolly, those times and specific cities were 
not known at this time, as Oonnally relates in his LIFE SLUU f IVli 
story of ho v ember 2 $, 1967 "WHY h'sJI^EDY GAMA fc fLXAd.” Gonnallv 
states that he net with JFK. at the white house Cctober A, 1053 
and ’they agreed on five cities.” "I’ll accept your lud cement on 
that John" JFK replied, (o) Oonnally had dinner with Lf-J that 
evening at LcJ’s Washington heme. Oonnally says LBJ was unset 
over not being consulted in the planning of this Texas trie. 




Qn October 3, 19<5 3, in the LALLAG TIMES HSIIALD the following 
etory say a: 



jjrx 



2XA3 VI 31 1 “Ay INCLUD3 



v x i I , uC 1 , 



5 TAL!.v 



:.2ID£;JI SE^EDY’S iEXA.3 VlAIi WILL 
AFFAIR C:l NC7>2':JEH ??HD. 



GAY 



vhe Texas trip had been first revealed in the r IK& 1 ? 

HERALD last ^gote^fcer 11th and was set with official 
denials for almost two weeks. Gov. John. Cennallv 
last weekend said the 1 resident will fee In Texas' 

November PPad. 

After scoring a news first with tholr April ?4th story, the DALLAS 
' HERALD now says they first announced this in LepteubeH 
Apparently they failed to notice what they themselves had printed 
on Page One five months earlier.? 

<c:n -.j -r- « y 
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I feel. 


t hat 


„ If a 71 


co- Pro si 


dent 


ann 


OU 


nee 3 a proposed 


trio 


his fro 


si Ten 


t, it would obi Ip- 


ate 0 


n a 

i. v- 


o:t 


nit the T 


reside 


nt to 


it out. 


At 


least, i re s i a e nt 


K enne 


TJ» 


wo 


uld find 


it dif 


ficul 


cancel 


this 


trip afte 


r this P 


aye C 


tte 


St 


cry In a 


major 


Kalla 


without 


cans 


ing acute 


eabarra 


$ cuen 


t t 


0 


hie. Vice- 


free id 


en t . 


at this 


1 1 me 


, you say 


recall , 


rumors 


ve 


re rifo t 


bat Jo 


'nnson 


due to 


be rs 


placed on 


the I 96 


4 tic 


ket. 


© 


Had the 


white 


House 


this AA 


LLA 3 


1 'IMHS HER 


ALL story of 


April 


fbth, it 


would 


hsvo 


credenc 


e to 


the "dump 


Johnson 


gos 


sip 


9 


which the 


admin 


istra' 



carry 
■ t o 

: paper, 
Al so f 



took pains to deny. 

3o approximately two million Dallas residents caw this story, not 
to mention radio and television coverage, and the White Louse 
apparently made no comment. 

I can find no record in the testimony of the various Kennedy aides, 
who wore Involved in the trip planning, that makes mention, cf this 
April pa th Dallas times herald story. 

Evelyn Lincoln, President Kennedy's secrotary writes that ho told 
her, "I aa going to Texas, because I have a commitment. I can't 
patch up those warring factions. This is for them to do, but I 
will go because I have told the® I would. And it is too early 
to sake an announcement, about another running-mate — that will 
perhaps wait until the convention." (7) Mrs, Lincoln wrote the 
conversation verbatim in her diary. 



■ 3 - 




Incidentally, in fairness, I do not feel that the story in the 



1?*^* L* Wii.’-J 






, cuc' Iny Johnson as saying ..."at least wait 



until next tcvoncer before you shoot him down...” (■■) has any 
sinister implications. It is probably just one of those fantastic, 
historic, faux * pas that crop up fro a tie.* to tine. ;>e probably 
u;©ant - o say Lovccioer 19^4 and not .tovosber 19t3, which was not 
an election y€;ar» 

I realise that the information included here nay possibly affect 
the final editing of, or the evaluations you place, on the vitllo 
tap® ycu have alrcaoy coaplet ed with President Johnson. For 
this reason, 1 want you to see this as scon as possible, since 
the questions raised hero sees important to the* subject to bn 
discussed in your next prop ran. 

.Enjoy the series very -such - keep up the fine work. 

Seapectfully, [ ' 




/ tc m. 



I, 



>«w York 7'imen edition. 




trren Peoort . 



ow York t’ises edition. 
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Coveober 24, 1967. 

>P - by Evelyn Lincoln. 

2? - April 24, 1013 - (sec 




!reer pushed him into the* 
r/ttro time at the hospital" 
die wasn't in cha emergency 
room doer. X believe Ken 
• we arrived at the hospital. 
>ied.T on the trip front the 

rear, compartment o: 
On the trip hack to Wash- ' 
or eat, but did silt some 
Mrs. Kennedy declined to 
nstead chose to ride with 
Donnell and I stayed with 
s family at Bethesda until 



S) David p. Powers, 
David p. Powers. 



Carter on May 20, 1901. 

AFFIDAVIT 

eeming my knovrleo.^o of 

•ring the week preceding 
Sidenc Kennedy ia San 

if »>.*. T-\ . li . ~ 

,i„ vaults JLrt?~e 

>iJont and Mr.-?. Johnson 
• l greeted President and 
(-^-1)- President and 
>n;d along an iron fence, 
■to the automobile where 
Tice vehicle assigned to 
: right behind the Vice 
rear of the Presidential 
8 President’s automobile, 
las policeman. I sat in 
lent on my lap. Special 
nt Lea Johns and some- 
I Dallas police car. 

Torn Love Field to the 
id very friendly, except 
aments about President 
- ss big as they were in 
Dallas. The motorcade 

• a righthand turn onto 
ceeding slowly at about 
r car had just made the 
right along side of the 
a noise which sounded 
seated on the righthand 



SlClc : c : ^: e * roct . seaL 01 Vlce ^^siclout Johnson’s car immediately turned and 
pus he o. v ico Pr-sidont Johnson down and in the same motion, vaulted over the 
seat andcovewl the luce Presidwt with his body. At that instant Mrs. John- 
sou auu ^enaioi Yarborough, who were riding in the bad: seat aion-' with the 
Vice President, bent forward. S pecia l Agent Youngblood’s action came imir.e- 
dm£ely^af ter the first shot and before the succeeding shots. - * * 

I distinctly remember three shots. There was an interval of approximately 
, to 6 seconds from the first to the last sho and the three shots were eveclv 
spaced. The motorcade promptly accelerated and traveled at high speeds up to 
<o to SO nines an hour to Parkland Memorial Hospital. The President’s auto- 
mobile^ttaJPresjdenFs MIo\v-v.p car, the Vice President's automob'le, and the 
| ice Presiaents_ ff>Uo}v-Up_ car p olled into the emergency' entrance" at Parkland.' 
Attendants from the hospital with two Atmchers' carried' Prerident Ken *edy 
and Governor Connally into the hospital. At one point I briefiy helped 
remove Governor Connally from the car onto the stretcher. After President 
Kennedy and Governor Connally had been taken into the hospital, Vice President 
Johnson, Mrs. Johnson, Special Agent Youngblood and I entered the emergency 
area and were taken to a small room where we waited. I went out on a couple 
of occasions to secure coffee. Congressmen Henry Gonzalez, Jack Brooks, 
Homer Thornberry and Albert Thomas came into the room where Vice President 
Johnson waited. Abo.ut_ l.cf clock Mrs. .Johnson ..left., the room, stating that she' 
Tv anted to Tis it.irith Mrs. Keanadv and Mrs. Connally. ~ 

At 1:12 p.m. Special Agent Emory Roberts brought the news that President 
Kennedy was dead. At that moment the only people present were Vice President 
Johnson, Congressman Thornberry, Special Agent Ren Johns, and I. Special', 
Agent-Rotjerts^^advised Vice Prc-siOgn^Jo hnson t o return to the Vhite House I 
forthwith because oftlie co'n cern of th e Secret Service that’there might be awfde- ! 
epigadjVIpt to assassinate Vice President as^'^ident KennidV. 

Vice President Johnson then asked that Kenny (O’Donneil) and" Carry 
(O'Brien) be consulted to determine what their views were on returning promptly 
to Washington. Kenny and Larry came dosvn and told Vice President" Johnson 

that they agreed he should return to r , , 

Johnson^ Uien asked me to try to alert some of the members of his staff to go 
to the airport for the return trip to TTashington. I then proceeded to look for 
those members of the staff, and I was later driven to Love Field by a young 
Dahas policeman. By the time I returned to the Presidential plane- (AF-1), 
Vice President and Mrs. Johnson had already boarded the plane and arrant 
ments had already been made to have Vice President Johnson sworn-in as the 
President. I do not have any personal knowledge of Vice President Johnson’s 
conversation with Attorney General Kennedy concerning the advisabiiitv of a 
prompt swearing-in or of the arrangements to have Judge Sara Hughes partici- 
pate in that ceremony. I was present at the swearing-in and shortly thereafter 
the Picsident s plane took off for the IVashington area. 

The original conversations concerning President Kennedy’s trip to Texas oc- 
curred on June 5, 108-3 at the Cortez Hotel in El Paso, Texas. President Kennedy 
had spoken earlier that day at the Air Force Academy and Vice President Johnson 
had spoken at Annapolis. The President and Vice President met with Gov- 
ernor Connally at the Cortez Hotel to discuss a number of matters, including 
a trip by the President to Texas. Fntf,.Jvprth and I were present when the 
three men assembled, but Fred KortiraTuVL left during their discussion of the 
President’s proposed trip. The first tentative date was to have the trip coincide 
with Vice-President Johnson’s birthday on August 27th, but that was rejected 
because it was too close to Labor Day. President Kennedy’s other commitments 
PJP 1 cn£.e.d_him_froia. corning to Texas any sooner than November 21st which 

was the date finally set — - 

Aigned this 20th day of May 100-1. 

. . .. (S) Clifton C. Carter, 

Clifton C. Castm. 
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f/ a crowd of Option 

i/the Crystal Ballroo 2 ’° f °° jamm sd I 
Hotel to hearV ™^°f the Baker 

S ° n fash out at vn f entJohn - 
|°f the government, “ er0US criti « 

r e h ad not com e f res t ‘ dem said / 
h ‘ng ugly” ab ° say any- / 

r ean is not filled a ^' 0ne - “My ' 
hat e or hyp ocrisy'V^ ^ or ' 

?coii ESB£T h 

1 ^ see some p eon r • ^ ^ j 

ed with hate aJdf ° are ««- 
I c °sy and r „ fear and hy po . ; 

/ th e n” he to S* for S've 

II « 7 D ; v m ° Crats assetob&r fr ° m i 
l ho areTlfie these few/' 

*u ak th; * eonntry "° n - y ' " ^ •' 

f shape as they S A > as bad I 
th,nk our govern™ if tbe y 
// and disloyal, well /“* w StUpid / 

the Action is a P^t and 

// P ' Cks an airplane and ^ nation / 

II the next f 0Ur years d & piIot for ■ 

l ..(£^ 10A D -^GEil I 

) T athSr ’ d °*'t °° uo J ® f*ad I 

door and try to l-/ f nd ° pen the / 

head - He’sSeoi 1 * * hirn * the 
V • :,=v^nhov.-er , 
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